




INTRODUCTION

Rebecca O’Brien is a self-taught artist that grew up just outside of Washington, D.C. Her whole life, 
she dabbled in the use of various art media, however, in 2013, began escaping to places around the 
city of Shenzhen to spray paint on walls in underpasses for the first time. This is when her sketching 
and painting became a true passion and took over her free time.

Over the following two years, she traveled Europe and Asia to visit other artists and began making 
increasingly complex murals. This led her back to painting on canvas for friends and acquaintances in 
her spare time.  Due to a near-fatal head injury in 2015, she was house-bound for several weeks and it 
was during her ensuing recovery that she relied on her art for stability and driving focus.

The work she created during that time was placed in a group show and was so well received that she 
decided to make a second series of canvases for a solo showing just a few months later. From then 
on, art has taken her full energy and pursuit. Within one year, she decided to give up the comfort and 
secure benefits of her international teaching position in order to begin her artistic journey.  

She currently is the first permanent live-in resident artist at Jardin Orange Artist Residency in Shen-
zhen, China, where she is continually exhibited throughout the region.



“Tiger On the Prowl” 
Ink on Canvas. April 2018. 
70 x 63 cm



“5 Butterflies” 
Ink on Canvas. October 2017. 
90 x 60 cm



“Country Boy” 
Ink on Canvas. August 2018. 
70 x 67 cm



“Plugged In” 
Ink on Canvas. November 2017.
55 x 73 cm



PROCESS

Through expressive gesture, complex layering and sharp lines, Rebecca aims to 
visually portray the art of living along a central path: walking the balance between 
deliberated choices and seemingly ‘infinite’, arbitrary events and forces. Most 
pieces involve a deliberate attention to the eyes as a window into the soul. 

Her particular process, as compared to traditional Chinese ink applications, is 
quite unique. Firstly, she uses western tools - such as chisel-tipped brushes and 
the European fountain pen. Secondly, she paints on a thin canvas which she dis-
covered in Dafen, the local artist village, instead of using rice paper. Finally, she 
plays with the “messiness” of water by letting it run across the canvas.

“Why the lines?” people ask. It’s part of the yin-yang philosophy of her painting 
-  the lines give meaning to each of her transparent layers and highlight their inter-
action and intersections. The result is a beautiful tension between impressionist 
strokes (chaos) and strict delineation (order).

“Flight”
Ink on Canvas. May 2017. 
30 x 60 cm







“Selfie” 
Ink on Canvas. February 2018. 
70 x 70 cm



“Pug Life” 
Ink on Canvas. April 2018. 
75 x 55 cm



“A DJ Saved My Life” 
Ink on Canvas. October 2017. 
60 x 50 cm



“Captain America” 
Ink on Canvas. April 2018. 
60 x 50 cm



“Wonder Woman” 
Ink on Canvas. April 2018. 
50 x 60 cm



“To the Batmobile!” 
Ink on Canvas. April 2018. 
60 x 50 cm



DOGS

2018 is the Chineze zodiac year of the dog in China. The symbolism of the zo-
diac animal is often connected to the fact that dogs are always ensuring others 
are happy.  This series shows her subjects unknowingly doing that - dressed up 
or acting like humans.

In today’s digital world, tens of thousands of dog owners and lovers have 
begun to “follow” dogs via Facebook and Instagram. Some dogs even have 
official sponsors and a near iconic status that their owners have cultivated with 
an obsessive documentation and personification of their dogs using clothing, 
symbols and household objects. 



“Low Rider” 
Ink on Canvas. January 2018. 
70 x 70 cm



“Be Like Tillman” 
Ink on Canvas. January 2018. 
75 x 75 cm



“Oink Oink” 
Ink on Canvas. October 2017. 
65 x 55 cm



“Life of the Party” 
Ink on Canvas. August 2018. 
73 x 63 cm



“I Believe I Can Fly” 
Ink on Canvas. October 2017. 
60 x 60 cm



“Point Dexter” 
Ink on Canvas. October 2017. 
65 x 55 cm



“All-Star Player” 
Ink on Canvas. January 2018. 
67 x 45 cm



“Lazy Sundays” 
Ink on Canvas. April 2018. 
70 x 70 cm



“Cat Hatter” 
Ink on Canvas. February 2018. 
70 x 70 cm



“Freshly Washed” 
Ink on Canvas. March 2018. 
50 x 70 cm



HUMAN PORTRAITS

Inspired by her first ink series in 2017 of the people she holds dear to her, 
this second year using ink has heralded a large number of commissioned 
portrait works of people. From wedding portraits to surprise anniversary or 
birthday gifts, Rebecca explores and experiments with delineating the con-
tours and shadows of the subject.





“China Machado 1” 
Ink on Canvas. April 2018. 
80 x 66 cm



“China Machado 2” 
Ink on Canvas. May 2018. 
78 x 58 cm



“Ethan” 
Ink on Canvas. March 2018. 
75 x 65 cm



“My Lovely Wife” 
Ink on Canvas. May 2018. 
75 x 60 cm



“Wedding Gift” 
Ink on Canvas. May 2018. 
75 x 60 cm



“April Luo” 
Ink on Canvas. April 2018. 
75 x 65 cm



WALLS

Rebecca is currently working on translating her stroke / line-driven ink 
style from the canvas onto the wall in acrylic spray using cross-hatch 
strokes and overlapping grey tones and lines that cut through each oth-
er. She prefers to base her murals on the canvases she’s already paint-
ed. Her final touch with an acrylic paint marker adds a crisping effect, 
as if focusing a lense.



Collaboration with CEET Fouad
April 2018.
Dongguan, China





“Paul”
Ink on canvas.
September 2017.







Collaborations with Olderplus
June 2018.
Bandung, Indonesia





EXHIBITIONS

2018

Asia Contemporary Art Show, Amanda Wei Gallery, Hong Kong
Design Week, Ideat Gallery, Shenzhen, China
Yello Off Da Wall (YODW) Wall Project and Group Exhibition, Paskal, Bandung, Indonesia
“Messy Vs. Perfect” Solo Exhibition, Merchants Group, Shenzhen, China
Affordable Art Fair Group Exhibition, Amanda Wei Gallery, Hong Kong
2018 Spring Group Exhibition, Jardin Orange Gallery, Shenzhen, China
“Amo La Diva” Pop-up Group Exhibition, Futian, Shenzhen, China

2017

 “Lines and Strokes” Solo Exhibition; Jardin Orange Artist Residency, Shenzhen, China
International Artist Group Exhibition; Jardin Orange Gallery, Shenzhen, China
“Meeting of Styles” Group Exhibition; Amanda Wei Gallery, Hong Kong

2016

“Blurry Focus”, Private Showing; Shekou, Shenzhen, China
Group Exhibition, Global Draw Project, Netherlands

2015

Group Exhibition, “Fusion International”,  Whatever Art Space, Shenzhen, China
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